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Dear Restaurant Owner or Manager,

The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island is constantly looking for new ways to raise funds to support our many local and non-local projects/charities and to generally help those who are in need. We are excited to announce the details of our newest non-profit project called, 

THE ROTARY DISCOUNT DINING CLUB

This is not a new concept and it has been successful all over the country. It is a simple project. We are asking every restaurant on Anna Maria Island (and maybe just off the island), to participate by offering some sort of discount off the regular price of dining at your establishment.

Some suggestions would be the second entrée free or a dollar amount off the dining check with conditions. We hope the discount will be worth a least $10.00. Blackout days of the week are expected but the coupon should be able to be used part of all 52 weeks of the year. This makes it valuable to seasonal residents.

Participating restaurants will have a page, back and front that is customizable. The booklet is the size that will fit in a # 10 envelope or about 3.5 inches high by 9 inches long.  The binding will be on the 4-inch side. Here is a drawing of the layout but at half size: 
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Notice the perforation. When a member of the Rotary Discount Dining Club presents the booklet to a waiter, the coupon is torn off so the user can only get a discount once. Each booklet will have a unique serial number to restrict illegal duplication. Coupons become invalid if removed prior to use.

The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Each participating restaurant should attach a used coupon to the dining receipts and after a period of time, add up all the discount values to identify the restaurant's tax deduction opportunities. We encourage you to verify this process and validity with your tax professional.

There are several benefits to participation. Some restaurants are regularly using discount coupons in newspapers to broaden the customer base and encouraging new customers. It is good publicity to be attached to this type of project and the charities it helps. The proceeds of the project will allow the Rotary Club to help other organizations that depend on our support, which includes but certainly not limited to:

Anna Maria Elementary School

Local Special Olympics

Art League of Anna Maria Island 

Anna Maria Island Chorus and Orchestra (AMICO)

Manatee County Food Bank

Scholarships including the American Association of University Women

Children's Academy of Southwest Florida

Rotary's Camp Florida for disabled and seriously ill children

Plus many other worthwhile charities and programs

A $30.00 contribution is expected to belong to the ROTARY DISCOUNT DINING CLUB and one booklet of coupons is included in membership. Our goal is to have a minimum of 30 restaurants participating. The dining club memberships will be offered at several island locations plus at public event such as local festivals and fairs throughout the year. Our goal is to attract 100 memberships.

ROTARY DISCOUNT DINING CLUB booklet will be valid through June 30, 2010. 

Included with this letter is a Participation Order Form. Please complete the form identifying your discount offering. Please be as generous as possible to make membership in the dining club worthwhile to users which will give us a better chance for success overall.

You will also notice there is an opportunity to get additional exposure for your restaurant by advertising on the inside front cover or inside back cover. Your ad will run all year for members and potential members to see. Half of the inside covers are available on a first come, first served basis for only $100.00. This will help offset the cost of printing the booklets.

This is a win-win for all concerned. The coupon booklet is scheduled to be published by July 31, 2009, so please call me with any questions or comments. Thank you for considering participation in this worthwhile project.

Best regards,

Barry Gould

Service Projects Chair & Immediate Past President of the Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island

941-448-5500
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